Acton Gardens Newsletter — Summer |

Congratulations o POPLAR CLASS and Miss Davinson for the highest
attendance of Summer 1 -96.1%

Summer 2 — dates for your diary

Term starts for pupils

Monday 3@ June 8:35am

Nursery Trip to City Farm

Tuesday 4th June

11

Y3 Trip to Gunnersbury Farm

Thursday 6™ June

Y4/5/6 Annual Mini Golf Tournament

Thursday 6™ June

SEND Summer Athletics Tournament

Friday 7™ June

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Wc/ Monday 10" June

KS2 Football Tournament

Monday 10" June

Y6 Put in the Park

Thursday 13™ June

KS1 and 2 Sports Day

Friday 14" June

KS1 Street Dance Workshops

Tuesday 18" June

Y5 and 6 Street Dance Workshops

Wednesday 19t June

Maple Class Assembly

Friday 21t June 9am

Y6 Take A Tenner Project

Friday 21st June 3:15pm

Netball Tournament

Monday 24" June

Y2 Sunflower to National Archives

Thursday 27" June

Y6 Bowling

Thursday 27" June

EURO 2024 Mixed Football Tournament

Thursday 27 June

Oak Class Assembly

Friday 28™ June

Year 6 Transition Day to Year 7

Friday 28" June

KS1 Summer Athletics

Monday 1st July

Year 5 and 6 Samba Workshop

Monday 15t July

Reception Trip to the Zoo

Wednesday 3 July

KS2 Summer Athletics

Thursday 4™ July

Marigold Class Assembly

Thursday 4™ July




Rose Class Assembly

Friday 5t July

Y4 Greek Mythology Workshop

Monday 8™ July

Parent Consultation Evening

Monday 8™ July Tpm to 5:30pm

Year 5 and é Latin Club Trip to
Chedworth Villa

Wednesday 10 July

Y6 Greek Mythology Workshop

Wednesday 10 July

Peony Class Assembly

Friday 12 July

Year 5 and é Residential

Monday 15— Wednesday 17t July

Yé Leaver's Disco

Wednesday 171 July 1:15pm

Y6 End of Year Assembly

Thursday 18t July 9am

Term ends for pupils

Friday 19" July 1:15pm

Teacher Training Day

Monday 2274 and Tuesday 23 July

Three occasional days

Wednesday 24", Thursday 25t and
Friday 26™ July

Teacher Training Days

Monday 2rd and Tuesday 3@ September

Term Starts for Pupils Wednesday 4th September
Y6 Trip to the Cinema TBC
Y6 Trip to Ellen Wilkinson School TBC
Production
Day Club
Monday Cookery
Monday Latin Year 5
Tuesday Cricket
Wednesday Basketball
Wednesday Latin Year 6
Thursday Arabic
Thursday Taekwondo KS1
Thursday Latin Year 4
Friday Gymnastics

Friday

Taekwondo KS2




Headteacher’'s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

This half ferm has flown by with several four-day weeks. | would like to thank all the staff
for their efforts and hard work and wish them a lovely half-term break.

| would like to start my newsletter by congratulating our Year 6 children on completing
their SATs papers. They showed great maturity throughout the process, and many took
advantage of a healthy school breakfast each morning. Well done to all!

Recenltly, | have been learmning about growth mindset and mental health. | came across
these 15 points and thought they were worth sharing with you. They are valuable for
both students and adults in developing a positive approach to learming and personal
development.

15 Ways to Develop a Growth Mindset:

1. Acknowledge and embrace your weaknesses - Recognizing areas for
improvement is the first step towards growth.

2. View challenges as opportunities - Every challenge is a chance to learn and
grow.

3. Know yourleaming style and use learning strategies that work for you -
Understand how you learn best and apply those methods.

4. Remember the brain has the ability to change throughout life - Our brains can
confinue to develop and adapt.

5. Prioritise leamning over seeking approval - Focus on what you learn, not just on
how you are perceived.

6. Focus on the process instead of the end result - Value the journey of learning, not
just the destination.

7. Cultivate a sense of purpose in self - Find meaning and purpose in what you do.

8. Choose learning well over learning fast - Quality learning is more important than
speed.

9. Reward effort and actions, not fraits - Celebrate the hard work and strategies
used, not just inherent talent.

10. Learn to give and receive constructive criticism - Feedback is a valuable tool for
improvement.

11. Need for improvement does not mean failure - Seeking to improve is a strength,
not a sign of failure.

12. Mental stimulation keeps your mind active; reflect on your daily learmning - Regular
mental exercise helps keep the brain sharp.

13. Learn from the mistakes of others and break the chain - Use others' experiences
to inform your own decisions.

14. Consider learning as brain training and not something you only do when you
study — learning is all around us! - Embrace learning as a continuous, everyday
process.

15. Remember it takes time to learn and change the way you approach
thinking/learning - Be patient with yourself as you grow.

I hope you find these points as inspiring as | did. Let’'s encourage our children to develop
a growth mindset, fostering resilience and a love for learning that will benefit them
throughout their lives. Have a wonderful half-term break!

Best wishes,
Harsha Patel
Headteacher




Well done, Year 1! Another term completed and we couldn't be prouder of all your
hard work and achievements. In maths, we learned about ordinal numbers, counting in
10s up to 100, and much more! We also visited the library. We learned how 1o join the
library, borrow books, use library resources and find and choose books. Also, we
enjoyed a story and singing session. Wishing you all a wonderful and safe break.

It's been a smashing half-term for Year 2! We've been super busy! In maths we've been learning about
weights and measurement. We even used real weights and had to balance the scale — it was really
tricky, but we goft there in the end! We've also been making sure we've been doing lots of reading
and practising our phonics! In science we've been learning about waterproof materials, which has
come in very handy with all of the rain we've been having recently! Let’s hope for more sunshine in the
next half-term.

What an incredible half-term for Year 3! This half-term we have been learning about fime. We've been
learning to tell time on a digital clock, an analogue clock, and reading the time in words. In history
we've been learning about The Romans, and what it was like to live in Britain in the Roman times.
Saving the best to last — Poplar Class also had their class assembly this half-term which was amazingly
attended by our parent partners. Thank you to all who came - it was an absolutely amazing show!

What has been happening this terme

Wow - time really flew by this half-term for Year 4... get ite Because we've been learning about time
in maths! That's not alll We've been ordering events in history, focusing mainly on the Viking invasions.
In science we've been learning about how we can better support our environment and if we can
prevent species from going extinct. It's not all about work in books. We've been doing lots of PE, and
some of our year 4s even had the chance to take part in a cricket fournament, and a tennis
tfournament!

This term Year 5 have been focused on their Maths. They have enjoyed investigating shapes as well as
learning wonderful new vocabulary such as translation and how measurement can take place within
a shape. 5 Oak will have a class assembly on the 28t June.

Year 6 have been working very hard for their SATS exams. They gave their absolute best effort
throughout the process - attending extra booster sessions first thing in the morning; giving their all in
mock tests; taking papers home to correct them, so they could improve their level every week. When
finally, the week for SATS came, they were calm, focussed and determined. Many children arrived
early for breakfast, so they were fed and ready to go for all the tests in English and Maths. After they
had findlly finished their last exam, on the final Friday of half term, they were rewarded with a day out
to Gunnersbury Park playing football, cricket and having free play in the playground. As Lionel School
were also there celebrating SATS, they had a friendly football match, which was played in very good
spirits! Support staff commented on their calm, mature behaviour throughout and they were all
rewarded with their own ice cream to celebrate!

Sport this half-term - PE is something we take very seriously at Acton Gardens! This half-term alone, we
have had the year 3s and year 4s going out a cricket fournament, as well as a tennis fournament. The
year 5s and year 6s took part in a boys’ cricket tournament and a girls’ cricket tournament. We've
also been taking part in a netball tournament throughout the whole half-term. All the children
represented our school brilliantly — keep an eye out for more sports tournaments in Summer 2.




School Development Journey

This half-term we have been working
incredibly hard on our whole school
development.

= e
Every Monday all of our teachers take % ;

part in weekly professional ( | i :
development. This is led by either one I

of our school or subject leaders, or an -2 "I

external trainer. We spent week 1 focusing on areas of strength, and areas for
development. Following that, our SLT led training on report writing, invigilating
SATs examinations, how to incorporate structured, purposeful talk in maths,
and in our last week there was relationships, sex, and health education
training delivered by a colleague from Ealing Learning Authority.

Our new Deputy Head and Assistant Head also spent this half-term meeting
with our subject leaders discussing how we can help develop and improve
the curriculum. New curriculum maps are in development and we're looking
forward to being able to share these with you at the end of next half-term.

Our governors have also spent a lot of fime in the school, working with our
leaders to achieve the best outcomes for our children. On 2219 April our
governors visited and took part in a securing good meeting, where we
identified what areas of the school we will prioritise as we move forward. On
Tuesday 21st April, Vivienne James, our link governor, visited the school to look
at our science provision. Mr Phillips, our science lead and year 4 teacher, led
a very successful affernoon which involved book looks, discussions with
children and a learning walk.

As well as our governors, we have had input from our link officer, Jackson
Marshall. She visited out school on 24™ April and conducted a whole school
learning walk alongside our Headteacher, our Deputy Head, and our new
maths lead, Mr Cook. There were many positive to take away from the visit,
and it was good to recognise areas which could be developed.

By now you have hopefully had a chance to meet to, and speak with, our
new Senior Leadership Team. Mr Swarbrick, Mr Hackman, and Miss Rose
joined us on 15 April. On 239 April, Mark Hartley, an expert in developing
leaders, led a session with our new leadership team and them set priorities
and goals for the future. Mark Hartley has also been in to provide training this
half-term for our teachers. He focussed on developing oracy in the
classroom, as this is one of the areas we are working hard to develop, and
continue to make great strides in.



In addition to that, our Curriculum Lead (Mr Swarbrick) and our Teaching and
Learning Lead (Mr Hackman), met with Janet Moffatt on 25t April. The focus
here was to work on creating a robust reading journey from EYFS all the way
to year 6 to improve outcomes in reading for all of our children, with a
specific focus on our lowest 20% of key marginal pupils.

As well as all of this, our Deputy Head has been on ‘Dealing with Racist
Incidents training’ as well as ‘Equality and racism’ training to ensure that we
are well equipped to deal with any incidents of racism within the school.
Thankfully these are extremely rare. Our SENDCo has attended autism
training, and she will disseminate this out to the staff to better support our
children who have special education needs, especially those who are
neurodivergent. Mr Hackman has also been attending various settings so we
can learn from our school partners in the borough to ensure we are giving our
children the best offer in terms of curriculum, and quality first teaching.

These are only a small selection of the steps we have taken this half-term on
our school improvement journey. We will continue to share our school
improvement journey with you as we work towards making Acton Gardens
very best school for our children.



