
 

 

10th January 2025 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome back to all our Acton Gardens families and we would love to wish you all a 

very Happy New Year! As we kick off the second term of our academic year, we 

hope you had a restful and joyful Christmas break. It’s been an exciting start to 2025, 

with Monday dedicated to an important INSET day for our staff. Teachers received 

essential updates on safeguarding, discussed our evolving behaviour curriculum, and 

introduced our new initiative, ‘The Feel it Program,’ aimed at fostering emotional 

literacy among our students. Ask your children about the word of the week! The 

afternoon was abuzz with teachers preparing inspiring lessons and activities to ensure 

a smooth and engaging first week back for our children. 

Tuesday marked the children’s return, where the focus was on re-establishing routines 

and reconnecting with friends and teachers. Year 6 had a special treat with climate 

education workshops led by Climate ED (click to learn more), setting the tone for an 

environmentally conscious year ahead. On Wednesday, our Year 6 students 

participated in a PSHE workshop focusing on online safety, with important discussions 

about app usage, such as Snapchat. Snapchat’s terms of use state 

users must be at least 13 years of age and we would strongly 

discourage the use of any of these kinds of apps for our children. We 

encourage parents to monitor their children's app use to ensure they 

stay safe online. Simultaneously, Year 4 had the chance to explore 

the wonders of music in a workshop led by the Mozartists (click to 

learn more), an enriching experience that sparked creativity and joy. 

Thursday brought a burst of energy with a rock assembly led 

by the Rocksteady group  (click to learn more), where our 

own AGPS teachers formed an impromptu band, hinting at 

the potential launch of a School Band Club – watch this 

space! Reception children began their Forest School 

adventures, embracing the outdoors, while Year 2 started 

their tennis lessons with a coach from Give it Your Max (click 

to learn more). We also hosted a phonics workshop for 

parents, fostering a collaborative learning environment. 

Wrapping up the week, Ms. Vivienne James, one of our dedicated School Governors, 

joined us at the gates to engage with the community and discuss attendance 

strategies with our leadership team. Please click here for more information about our 

governing body on our website. We ended with a celebration assembly to set a 

positive tone for 2025, highlighting the achievements of our students.  

Our school value this week was aspiration 

We will share this week’s, and next week’s, house points and values certificate winners 

in our next newsletter. 

 

Rocksteady and some of our teachers 
in a school band performance! 

Year 4 taking part in a music 
workshop 

https://www.climateed.net/
https://mozartists.com/mozart-250/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://giveityourmax.org/
https://www.agprimary.org.uk/governing-board-roles-and-responsibilities/


 

 

 

 

 

Our attendance so far this academic year is 93.26%, and this week it was 91.84%, 

which is well below the 95% target set for schools! We’d like to direct all of our families 

to our attendance policy and remind families the importance of good attendance – 

click here – this half-term we will be sending letters to all families whose attendance is 

92% or below.    

Our year group of the week for attendance is… Year 4 with 96.11% 

Our class of the half-term for attendance is… Year 2 Marigold Class with 98.44% 

It was wonderful to handout certificates to over 200 of our children last half-term for 

an attendance over 96%. We would love to give even more out this half-term so 

please support us by encouraging great attendance and bringing your children to 

school on time, every day.  

A big shout-out to our TTRS champions in the first week back! Year 

4 Dahlia Class led with the best coverage, achieving an 

impressive 50% participation. Year 2 Jasmine Class topped the 

charts with the highest daily minutes, averaging 4 minutes and 6 

seconds per player. Year 6 Aster Class showcased their lightning-fast 

skills with the quickest response time, answering questions in an incredible 0.97 

seconds on average. Well done to all our students for starting the year strong and 

making TTRS a success! Keep it up! 

As we look ahead to next week at Acton Gardens Primary School, we want to remind 

everyone to bundle up! The weather will continue to be chilly, so please ensure your 

children come to school in warm, appropriate clothing. Pupil progress meetings will 

begin for all year groups, led by our Headteacher, Ms. Patel, and our head of 

teaching and learning, Mr. Hackman, as we continue to support our students' growth. 

On Tuesday, Year 4 Sunflower Class will dive into their swimming lessons, and our Year 

3 students will have the exciting opportunity to work with The Mozartists once again. 

Year 2 children will continue sharpening their skills with ongoing tennis lessons, while 

lunchtime Latin lessons for Year 5 and Year 6 will resume under the expert guidance of 

our long-term contributor, Mr. John Madden. If your child is interested in joining the 

Latin lessons, please contact the school office for more details. 

We’d also like to remind Year 5 and Year 6 parents about the upcoming residential 

trip to Essex Outdoors Danbury in June. There are still a few spots available, and this 

adventure promises to be an unforgettable experience, featuring camping, rock 

climbing, and other thrilling outdoor activities. This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

students to develop new skills, build confidence, and create lasting memories. More 

https://www.agprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/School-attendance-policy-September-2024.pdf


 

 

information is available on Dojo, or you can speak directly to Mr. Swarbrick at the 

school gates for any queries. Don’t miss out on this exciting adventure! 

Finally, a gentle reminder to parents to ensure all coats, hats, scarves, and other 

personal items are labelled with name tags. Despite our best efforts, items 

occasionally get left behind on the playground, and we want to make sure 

everything finds its way back to its owner. As we wrap up another fantastic week, we 

wish everyone a wonderful weekend. We've had a very successful start to 2025, and 

we are eagerly anticipating all the exciting moments ahead in this promising year! 

 

 

Upcoming Class Trips/Sports Events (Spring) 

Event Date/Time Location 

KS1 Multi Skills Mon 20th Jan TBC 

KS2 Pentathalon Thurs 23rd Jan TBC 

Project Active 1 Thurs 30th Jan 
Featherstone High 

School 

Year 4 to London Transport Museum Thurs 5th Feb 
London Transport 

Museum 

Soft Ten Pin Bowling 
Year Group TBC 

Fri 7th Feb TBC 

Boys Football League Round 2 Mon 10th Feb Goals Hayes 

Basketball Development 
Year 5 & 6 

Thurs 13th Feb Villiers High School 

 

Dates for your diary (Spring) 

Event Date/Time Location 



 

 

School Readiness: Healthy and Fussy Eating - 

EYFS Parent Workshop 

Tues 14th Jan 

9:00 - 10:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

School Readiness: Communication and Social 

Skills - EYFS Parent Workshop 
Tues 21st Jan 
9:00 - 10:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

Year 1 Rose Class Assembly 
Thurs 23rd Jan 
9:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

School Readiness: Toileting - EYFS Parent 

Workshop 
Tues 28th Jan 
9:00 - 10:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

Behaviour - Parent Workshop (led by Miss Rose) 
Thurs 30th Jan 
9:00 - 9:30  

AGPS - East 

Hall 

Scholastic Book Fair  

Mon 3rd - Fri 7th 

Feb 
3:15 - 4:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

School Readiness: Help and Self Care Skills - 

EYFS Parent Workshop 
Tues 4th Feb 
9:00 - 10:00 

AGPS - East 

Hall 

Lily Class Assembly 
Thurs 6th Feb 
9:00 

AGPS - North 

Hall 

Safer Internet Day Tues 11th Feb AGPS 

Community Art Workshop - all parents 

welcome 

Fri 14th Feb 

2:00pm 
AGPS 

Last day of Spring 1 Fri 14th Feb AGPS 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


