Acton Gardens Primary School

Aspiration - Growth - Perseverance - Success

31st January 2025

Dear Parents & Carers,

This week started on a calm note, with Monday bringing the soothing sounds of piano

lessons filling our halls. Our Reception children also had the opportunity to explore

nature in their Forest School session, learning through hands-on outdoor experiences.

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, our Deputy Head and Aftendance Champion, Mr.

Swarbrick, met with Diane from the Local Authority to discuss strategies for improving

attendance across the school, ensuring that every child gets the most out of their
learning.

Tuesday was a day of professional development and exciting
opportunities. Simon Lynch visited to lead a workshop for our
senior leadership team, helping to enhance our Therapeutic
Thinking approach to behaviour management. Our Year 4
Silver Medal Winners at Project  children took to the water for their weekly
Active swimming lesson and continued their work with
the Mozartists in preparation for their big concert next Wednesday,
5th February, in the East Hall. We warmly invite all Year 4 parents to
join us for this special event! Midweek, some of our teachers took
part in a Lesson Study — a practice where they observe one another
in small groups, focusing on pupil engagement and providing
constructive feedback to refine teaching strategies.

Thursday saw our young athletes shining once again, as some of our students travelled
to Villiers High School for Project Active and returned victorious with silver medals—
was there ever any doubt?2 On Friday, our hardworking PTFA met to plan exciting
future events and you can find a special communication from them at the end of this
newsletter, while we also welcomed an external safeguarding auditor to the school.
This comprehensive review included observations during break and lunch times,
interviews with students and staff, and a deep dive into safeguarding procedures. We
are pleased to share that the audit went very well, with no key recommendations—a
great reflection of our commitment to keeping children safe. Stay tuned, as we will
soon be offering a safeguarding workshop for parents.

Our school value this week was success

We would like to congratulate and celebrate our week 4 certificate winners, huge
well done to:

Class House Point Winner Values Certificate Winner
YN Tulip Josephine Liao Ayla Alkazzaz
YR Lavender James Mateo
YR Iris Adam Zain
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Y1 Rose lorahim Santiago
Y1 Peony Tselmeg Zayn

Y2 Poppy TBA next week TBA next week
Y2 Marigold Aamna januskaa
Y2 Jasmine Yusei Killian

Y3 Foxglove TBA next week TBA next week
Y3 Primrose TBA next week TBA next week
Y4 Sunflower Saja Tiffany

Y4 Dahlia Macy Onab

Y5 Orchid Aya Aisha

Y5 Lily Khosi Moayad
Yé Daisy Yusuf Nayla

Yé Aster Abdulafid Aysha
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Our attendance so far this academic year is 3%, and this week it was 92.77%, this is
an improvement on last week but still below the 95% target set for schools! We'd like
to direct all of our families to our attendance policy and remind families the
importance of good attendance - click here — next week we will be sending letters to
all families whose attendance is 92% or below.

Our year group of the week for attendance is... Year 4 with 97.36%
Our class of the week for attendance is... Year 4 Dahlia Class with 98.29%

Next week is shaping up to be a busy and exciting one! Throughout the week, the
Scholastic Book Fair will be set up, giving children and parents the chance to browse
and purchase books to inspire a love of reading. On Tuesday, we invite our EYFS
parents fo a School Readiness session on Health and Self-care at 9:00 am, offering
helpful tips on preparing children for their school journey.

Wednesday is packed with activities, as our Year 4s visit the London Transport Museum
before showcasing their hard work with the Mozartists in a special concert for parents.
Some of our KS1 children will also be heading to Featherstone High School to take part
in a KS1 Pentathlon, testing their agility and teamwork. On Thursday, the first group of
Year 2 students will visit Kentish Town City Farm, getting hands-on with nature and
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https://www.agprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/School-attendance-policy-September-2024.pdf
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animals. Meanwhile, Year 4 and 5 will take part in Street Shooker Workshops, making
full use of our brand-new street snooker board—still the only one in Ealing! Year 1
students will also be heading to Khalsa Primary School for an illustration workshop,
while Lucy will be running an energetic street dance session at lunchtime.
—_—
{Primary School To close out the week, Friday will see the second group of Year 2 children
&~ heading to Kentish Town City Farm, while our North Building Sports Halll
. hosts a Soft Tenpin Bowling competition, welcoming students from other
| schools. Finally, at 2:30 pm, we have a special freat for our Reception
parents—a bedtime stories session with their little ones. A heart-warming
- way to round off a wonderful week! We would also like to direct our
families to an exciting new addition to our school website — the parent
padlet information page https://www.agprimary.org.uk/padlet-
information/ this page contains lots of useful information, event deftails,
and websites which can families all throughout our community. If there’s
Lunar New Year anything you think we could add, please feel free to offer suggestions.
Display

We would also like to take a moment to wish a very happy Lunar New
Year to all families who are celebrating. It was truly lovely to see children dressed in
their traditional clothes and a sea of red across the school as we marked the
occasion together. Have a great weekend and we'll see you all on Monday for
another amazing week of learning and fun!

Upcoming Class Trips/Sports Events (Spring)

Event Date/Time Location

London Transport

Year 4 to London Transport Museum | Wed 5th Feb
Museum

Year 2 (Group 1) to Kentish Town Thurs 6th Feb Kentish Town Farm
Farm 9:30 - 12:30

:gr?; 2 (Group 2) to Kentish Town (I;rlsé’rh ]F2e:k330 Kentish Town Farm
Boys Football League Round 2 Mon 10th Feb Goals Hayes
Basketball Development Thurs 13th Feb Villiers High School

Year5 & 6
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Dates for your diary (Spring)
Event Date/Time Location
Mon 3rd - Fri 7th
Scholastic Book Fair Feb /I:\SIIP S - Bet
3:15-4:00
School Readiness: Help and Self Care Skills - Tues 4th Feb AGPS - East
EYFS Parent Workshop 9:00 - 10:00 Hall
. Thurs 6th Feb AGPS - North
Lily Class Assembly 9:00 Hall
Safer Internet Day Tues 11th Feb AGPS
Community Art Workshop - all parents Fri 14th Feb
) AGPS
welcome 2:00pm
Last day of Spring 1 Fri 14th Feb AGPS

Yours sincerely

HodC

Headteacher
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Parents Teachers Friends of Acton Gardens School (PTFA) News!

Readathon Results Are In! @ivé

A huge thank you to all the children who took part in our first Readathon over the
Christmas break! We have now collected all the forms and donations, and we're
delighted to announce that we have raised an amazing £381.90!

These funds will go towards furnishing and decorating our school library, creating a
cosy and inviting space to encourage even more reading.

All children who took part will receive a Readathon Certificate. A special
congratulations to Rose Class (Year 1) for raising the most money! As a prize, each
child in Rose Class has received a voucher to spend at next week’s Scholastic Book
Fair! &,

Dates for Your Diary

»# Every Wednesday — Donations Drop-Off

You can bring in children’s and adulis’ clothes, accessories, toys,
and other items to be sold at our Jumble Sale or be collected by
Little Recyclers. Please drop them off at the school office on
Wednesday morning (for the attention of the PTFA).

» Friday 14th February, 2:30pm - 4:00pm - Bake Sale &

We invite families to bake cakes, biscuits, and other treats to sell and raise money for
the school play areas.

»# Friday 28th February, 2:00pm — Jumble Sale »a

Come along to the PTFA’s market and find some hidden treasures! There will be
children’s and adults’ clothes, shoes, accessories, toys, books, dressing-up costumes,
gifts, and more!

PTFA Volunteers Needed!
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The PTFA needs volunteers for various activities. Whether you can help regularly,
support just one event, or spare an hour from time to time, we'd love to hear from
youl!

In February, we particularly need help with:

</ Bake Sale (Friday 14th Feb, from 1:30pm - 4:00pm) - setting up, selling, and clearing
up

7 Jumble Sale Prep - sorting donations (day/time TBC)

< Jumble Sale (Friday 28th Feb) — setting up, managing tables, and selling items

If you can help, even just for a short time, please get in touch with the PTFA! Email
admin@agprimary.org.uk (attention to PTFA) or look out for the PTFA team at drop off
and pick up - we will be present as PTFA from time fo time so you can speak with us!

What is the PTFA?

The Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (PTFA) is a registered organisation
formed by a group of volunteers who work alongside the school to raise funds and
support school activities. We welcome all parents and carers to get involved!

Thank you for your support! &
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