
 

 

5th September 2025 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

On Wednesday, we welcomed back all our families after the long six-week summer 

break, and what a joy it was to see the corridors buzzing with energy again. There’s 

something quite special about that first day back, the excitement of new shoes that 

are still shiny, pencil pots filled with never-been-used stationery, and the chatter of 

children swapping holiday stories. For our youngest pupils, their school journey begins 

next Monday, while our oldest returned with the confidence of seasoned experts. It 

reminded us all that primary school is a place of beginnings, milestones, and 

everything in between. 

Our first day was made even more special by a whole-school assembly led by our 

Headteacher, Ms Patel. She spoke about the importance of kindness, ambition, and 

working together as a community. It set the tone for the year ahead and gave 

everyone, from Nursery to Year 6, a shared sense of purpose. The following day, our 

Year 6 parents were warmly welcomed to a meeting with the Phase Leader, Mr 

Swarbrick. Together, we discussed the exciting (and important!) year ahead: SATs, the 

much-anticipated residential, and preparations for secondary school applications. It 

was reassuring to see such strong partnership between school and home as we 

prepare our oldest pupils for their next steps. There was also a change for two of our 

senior leaders; both Mr Hackman and Mrs Lee have taken on classroom responsibilities 

this year. This means their time to speak directly with parents may be a little more 

limited. However, rest assured, both Ms Patel and Mr Swarbrick remain available 

should you need to speak to a member of the senior leadership team. 

By Friday, our first week of the new academic year had flown by, and we must say, it 

felt good! The children have already shown that they are ready to meet our high 

expectations, not only in their learning but also in the way they support and look after 

one another. It’s been a week filled with smiles, determination, and plenty of laughter 

(plus a few tired yawns as everyone gets back into routine!). If the rest of the year 

continues as it has started, we know Acton Gardens will once again prove to be a 

truly outstanding place to learn, grow, and thrive. 

Our school value next week is aspiration – please speak to your children about what 

this means to them 

 

 

 

This year we want to really push excellent attendance. It goes without saying that 

good attendance is crucial to making good progress in all areas. We will be 

monitoring this closely and feeding back to parents on the class and year group with 



 

 

the best attendance. We will also be running attendance workshops and inviting 

parents in on an individual basis if needed to discuss attendance. As always, we 

would like to direct our families to our attendance policy and remind families the 

importance of good attendance – click here 

Next week is shaping up to be a busy and exciting one for our Acton Gardens 

community. On Monday 8th September at 9:00am, we begin with our Headteacher’s 

Welcome Meeting in the East Hall, where Ms Patel will share her vision for the year 

ahead. This is always a fantastic opportunity to hear about the priorities for the year, 

as well as to get a flavour of the wonderful learning opportunities our children will 

enjoy. From Tuesday onwards, we’ll be hosting our Meet the Teacher Parent Meetings, 

a chance for families to connect with class teachers, hear about expectations, and 

find out how to best support learning at home. Year 5 parents kick us off on Tuesday 

morning at 9:00am, followed by Year 6 parents in the afternoon at 2:30pm, both 

meetings will be held in the North Hall. 

The excitement continues on Wednesday 10th September, when we welcome Year 3 

parents at 9:00am in the East Hall, and Year 4 parents at 2:30pm in the North Hall. On 

Thursday 11th September, Year 2 parents will meet at 9:00am in the East Hall, followed 

by Year 1 parents in the afternoon at 2:30pm in the same venue. These sessions are a 

brilliant way to ask questions, understand the routines of each year group, and feel 

part of the learning journey from day one. We encourage all parents and carers to 

attend, it’s one of those occasions where being in the know really does make a 

difference (and, let’s be honest, the teachers love showing off their plans for the year 

too!). 

For our Year 6 families, it’s an especially important week. Swimming lessons begin on 

Tuesday, ensuring every child has the chance to develop this vital life skill. We know 

how many smiles and splashes this weekly event brings! Parents of Year 6 children who 

would like support with secondary school applications can speak with Miss Nina 

Shawe or Miss Iman Mahmoud at the front office, they’ll be more than happy to guide 

you through the process. And, for the big adventure ahead, we are delighted to 

announce that bookings for the Year 6 Residential in July are now open. It promises to 

be a trip full of memories, laughter, and probably a few muddy boots (don’t worry, 

we’ll remind you nearer the time!). It’s a busy week ahead, but at Acton Gardens, 

that’s exactly how we like it. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.agprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/School-attendance-policy-September-2024.pdf


 

 

Dates for your diary (Autumn 1) 

Event Date/Time Location 

Parent Meeting: 
Headteacher’s welcome (All 

Parents) 

Mon 8th September 
9:00am 

East Hall 

Meet the Teacher Parent 

Meetings: 
Y5 

 

Y6 

 

Tues 9th September: 

9:00am 
Tues 9th September: 

2:30pm 

 

North Hall 

North Hall 

Meet the Teacher Parent 

Meetings: 
Y3 

 

Y4 

 

Wed 10th September 

9:00am 
Wed 10th September 

2:30pm 

 

East Hall 

North Hall 

Meet the Teacher Parent 

Meetings: 
Y2 

 

Y1 

 

Thur 11th September 

9:00am 
Thur 11th September 

2:30pm 

 

East Hall 
East Hall 

Meet the Phase Leader Parent 

Meetings: 
Phase 3 (Y4/Y5) (Miss Kisiedu) 

 

Phase 2 (Y2/Y3) (Miss Michael) 

 

Phase 1 (EYFS/ Y1) (Miss 

Richards) 

 

Mon 15th September 

9:00am 
Tues 16th September 

9:00am 
Wed 17th September 

9:00am 

 

North Hall 

 

East Hall 

 

East Hall 

Parent Workshop: 
Attendance and Safeguarding 

All Parents invited 

Thurs 25th September 

9:00am 
East Hall 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  

All Parents invited  

Non-Uniform Day  

Fri 26th September AGPS 



 

 

Y1 Trip: 

Buckingham Palace 

Wed 1st October  Buckingham Palace 

Parent Workshop: 
SEND 

All Parents invited  

Thurs 2nd October 

9:00am 
East Hall 

Science Parent Drop Ins: 

Y3 and EYFS 

 

Y1, Y2 and Y6 

 

Y5 

 

Y4 

 

Monday 6th October: 

1:30pm 
Tues 7th October: 

1:30pm 

Wed 8th October: 

1:30pm 
Thurs 9th October: 

1:30pm 

 

Classrooms 
Classrooms 
Classrooms 
Classrooms 

Y3 Trip: 
The Tate 

Tuesday 14th October The Tate 

Y5 Trip: 
Living Rainforest 

Wed 15th October The Living Rainforest 

Parent Workshop: 
Therapeutic Thinking 

All Parents invited  

Thurs 16th October 

9:00am 
East Hall 

Open Morning: 
EYFS Prospective Parents 

Friday 17th October 

9:00am 
East Hall 

YR Trip: 
Local Walk 

Tuesday 21st October Local Area 

Y2 Trip: 
Buddhist Temple 

Wed 22nd October Three Wheels Shin 

Buddhist Temple 

PTFA Disco Wed 22nd October 
Times TBC 

East Hall 

Parent Consultations Thurs 23rd October  
School finishes at 

1:15pm 

AGPS 

Last day of Autumn 1 Fri 24th October  AGPS 

 



 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


