Acton Gardens Primary School

Aspiration - Growth - Perseverance - Success

3d October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

| This Week at AGPS: Palaces, Parents, and Prose I

What a week it has been at Acton Gardens! We started Monday
with the last day of the Book Fair, which has been a huge success
with children (and quite a few parents!) excitedly choosing their
i nextgreatread. On Tuesday, our Year 1 pupils set off for their very
first frip of the year — to none other than Buckingham Palace. They
represented our school with exemplary manners, curiosity and a
touch of wide-eyed wonder. It was wonderful to see them asking
questions and soaking in the history of such a grand location.
Meanwhile, Jasmine from Artis continued her inspiring workshops
with Year 3 and Year 5, helping children to explore creativity,
o expression, and confidence through the arts.

; =5 “ Thursday saw a well-attended parent workshop on
Speaol Educo’rlonol Needs led by Mrs Lee. Parents commented on how
informative and supportive the session was, and it was lovely to see so
many families engaged in their children’s learning journey. On Friday we
welcomed our school photographer for individual photos; the children
looked incredibly smart (and yes, some of our younger ones were very
proud of their hair gel and carefully chosen bows!). Alongside all of this,
we have been giving children time to craft their stories for the 500 Words
2025/26 competition. We've seen imaginative beginnings ranging from
enchanted forests to football stadiums, and we can’t wait to see which
tales make it to completion. Please do encourage your children to finish
their stories at home so they can be submitted.

N
Our staff have also been hard at work beyond the school day. While 5
weekly fraining is a requirement, this week teachers
attended additional sessions run by the Autism Head Girl organizing
. Education Trust, building on last week’s course to Harvest Festival
strengthen our provision for children with autism. It is a testament to
B¢ the dedication of our staff that they continually invest time in
developing their expertise for the benefit of our pupils. Meanwhile, our
Pupil Leadership Team (Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputy Head Boy and
n:;f';wr Y5 students holding a Deputy ‘Heod _Girl) have Toke.n charge of ’rh?s year's Horvesjr Festival
press conference as part of their  FOOd Drive. With great maturity, they organised the collection, and our
immersion into their class reader: Head Girl even liaised directly with Acton Garden Community Fridge
The Krindlekrax to arrange donation delivery. We would be very grateful for
contributions of fins, pasta, rice, cereal packets, herbs/spices and long-life items (such
as coffee, juice or tea bags) to be sent in by 21st October. The children will be shown

’ Tel: 020 8993 9053 o Osborne Road, Acton, London W3 8SJ Q Email: admm@agpnmaryorg uk OWebsne www.agprimary.org.uk

Ouaiy Mark
" v LAY st i x
Heolthy | s &



Acton Gardens Primary School

Aspiration - Growth - Perseverance - Success

the full collection in assembly before we deliver it; and let’s just say, the bigger the
pile, the bigger the smiles!

Our school value this week was success — talk to your child at home about what this
word means to them

Class House Points Winner Values Certificate Winner

YN Tulip Sindi Mahmoud
YR Lavender Maysoon Obay
YR Iris Fares Nahae
Y1 Rose Qais Xavier
Y1 Peony Reign Younes
Y2 Sunflower Wrayah Pella
Y2 Dahlia Gloria Dara
Y3 Foxglove Arsheen Vanya
Y3 Primrose Madeleine Killian
Y4 Aster Mohamednur Aliyah
Y4 Buttercup Yaqub Rose
Y5 Orchid Ryota Sara

Y5 Magnolia Hattan Daniel
Yé Daisy Yusuf Tiarra
Yé Daffodil Kanziha Yousif

ATTENDANCE MAT;Epsﬁ
$J

N —

Our attendance this week was 96.04% which is above the government
recommended 95%. This marks a significant improvement since the beginning of the
year and we want to extend a huge thank you to our parent partners for working with
us to improve our children’s attendance. It is also worth noting that today - Friday 3
October — marks our best daily attendance of the year so fair, with only 2.8% of our
children absent! As always, we would like to direct our families to our attendance
policy and remind families the importance of good afttendance - click here

Our year group of the week for attendance is... Year 2 with 98.63%

Our class of the week for attendance is... Yé Daffodil Class with 98.75%
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Next week promises to be another busy and exciting one here at Acton Gardens! We
are delighted to invite parents to our Science Drop-In Sessions, where you'll have the
chance to roll up your sleeves and join your child for a hands-on investigation lesson.
These begin at 1:00pm on the following days: Monday éth — EYFS, Year 3 & Year 6;
Tuesday 7th - Year 1 & Year 2; Wednesday 8th — Year 5; Thursday 9th — Year 4. It's
always a joy to see parents and children puzzling away together; one parent last year
was so engrossed they forgot it was their own child’s turn to share the answer! On
Monday we also have a group of children heading off to TenPin Bowling at Park
Royal. Those attending will have received a letter, and we're sure they'll return with
plenty of strikes (and maybe a few gutter balls, but we'll keep those quiet...).

We are also looking forward to some important visits that help us grow as a school.
Three of our governors, Emily Chalk, Mary Collier and Andrew Dodge, will be joining us
to look at their specialist areas of English, SEND and PSHE. In addition, our local
authority link partner, Faye Heming, will be working with senior leaders to review
classrooms and our brand-new school improvement plan. Diane Jacobs will also be
meeting with Mr Swarbrick to focus on attendance, building on the improvements
made last year. On that note, you may have spotted our attendance emails coming
out earlier this week. These are designed to be helpful nudges so that school and
families can work together. They'll be sent monthly, not just o those below 90%
attendance, but also to families close to the 90% threshold; and, importantly, to
celebrate improvements too. Because at Acton Gardens, every day really does
count.

Looking slightly further ahead, Parents’ Consultations are now live to book on Arbor for
Thursday 23rd October. Please remember school will close at 1:15pm that day, though
our after-school club remains open as usual. We also have some special themed
menus coming up; 21st October for Diwali and 24th October for our Spooktacular
Lunch (we promise no tricks, only tasty treats!). Families can find a wealth of support
on our parent padlet via our school website, from online safety to SEND resources.
And for our Year 6 families, a gentle reminder: please complete your secondary
school applications by 31st October; late applications really can limit your options. If
you'd like help, Miss Shawe and Miss Mahmoud in our school office are more than
happy to support. Finally, while it’s still a few weeks away, do take a look at the
website for the Aktiva Half-Term Camp if you're thinking about holiday childcare, it
promises to be a great week. As always, thank you for your continued support in
making Acton Gardens such a vibrant, caring and outstanding school community.

Dates for your diary (Autumn 1)

Event Date/Time Location
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Ten Pin Bowling Trip
(you will receive a letter if

your child is attending this Mon 6th Oct Park Roya
trip)

Science Parent Drop Ins:

Y3, Yé and EYFS Monday 6th October: 1:30pm Classrooms
Y1,Y2 Tues 7th October: 1:30pm Classrooms
Y5 Wed 8th October: 1:30pm Classrooms
Y4 Thurs 9th October: 1:30pm Classrooms
Y3 Trip: Tues 14th October The Tate
The Tate

Y5 Trip: Wed 15th October The Living
Living Rainforest Rainforest
Parent Wo‘rksh(‘)p:‘ Thurs 16th October 9:00am East Hall
Therapeutic Thinking

Open Morning: . .

EYFS Prospective Parents Friday 17th October 9:00am East Hall
YR Trip: Tues 21st October Local Area
Local Walk

Parents, Friends, and

Teachers Association (PTFA) Tues 21st October AGPS

of Acton Gardens - Annuadl
General Meeting

ESC}IZFPWIST Temple P TBTJrgghvi\s/’:1 Teeerlrjélzm
Parent Consultations gzzrgésfrﬁisohgloot;e{;] 5pm AGPS

Last day of Autumn 1 Fri 24th October AGPS

Dates for your diary (Autumn 2)

First day of Autumn 2 Mon 3rd November AGPS
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PTFA hosT‘The first annual Fri 7th November AGPS
Spooky Disco
A’r’repdcnce Reminder Fri 7th November AGPS
Emails sent out
Y4 Trip:
Vue Shepherd’s Bush - How | Fri 14th Novemver AGPS
to Train Your Dragon
Y6 Trip:
Richmond Odeon - Mon 17th November Richmond Odeon
Kensuke's Kingdom
AGPS Winter Fair Fri 5th December - 3:15pm AGPS
A’r’repdonce Reminder Fri 5th December AGPS
Emails sent out

Fri 19th December - school closes
Last day of Autumn 2 at 1:15 1o all children AGPS
Dates for your diary (Spring 1)
First day of Spring 1 Tues 6th January AGPS

Clubs Overview - for all of our free and paid school clubs, please visit:
hitps://www.agprimary.org.uk/school-clubs/

Yours sincerely

Yokl

Headteacher



https://www.agprimary.org.uk/school-clubs/

Aspiration - Growth - Perseverance - Success

Dear ¥Y3-Y4 Teachsers,

Excifing news!

Durng a 30-minute fve lesson at 11:00 on Wednesday, 24th September, Sir Lenny
Henry aond Naomi Wilkinson will celebrote the lounch of the UK's largest 500 word writing
competition.

k52 children will be inspired to write on original story of 500 words or less they would love to
read. This s o cumculum-inked programme, designed to spark creativity ond supper pupik as
they begin their joumney fowards crafting an anginal short story.

The 300 Words 2025/26 competition will be open for entiss from 08:00 on Tussday 23 September
to 21:00 on Friday 7 Movember 2025, The grand final will take place in Februarny 2024,

Children of all abkilifies are encouraged, without the odded pressurs of speling, punctuotion and
grammar.

Children’s orginal stories can featurs well known public figures from todoy or from history (2.0,
Chlos Kelly or Meill Armstrong); fake place in histoncal eros (2.0, Romon Britain); use real life
expenences as a creative springboord as long as the story is fictional but must be maode-up stones,
which will be marked for choractensation, as well oz onginality, plot, longuage and enjoyment. Mo
use of Al pleaze. The typed stories must be submitted by an adult using the entry form on the
500 Words website.

S0, gather your class in front of the smortboord and be inspired to be creafive at
httpsy/ fanvew blbc.coukfteach/live-lessons/articles/zfgwmick

Preparation rescurces are available ot
https:/ffeach.files.bbcl.co.uk/livelessons/500-WORDSE-2025-TEACHING-GUIDE.pdf
This will be part of children’s homework from next weelk. Flease offer support and/or

resources (eg paper, pencils), where appropriate.

Mz Kisiedu
English Lead
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Ark Acton
Academy

SUBIECT
WORKSHOP

Experience life as an
Ark Acton student

7 Slime Workshop
L f D_ 9th October
ﬂ\_ o é 4:00pm-4:45pm

|

%J’

Art Workshop
1dth October

4:00pm-4:U4S5pm

Music Workshop
1dth October
4:00pm-4:45pm

Drama Workshop
23rd October

4:00pm-4:U45pm

PE Workshop
23rd October
4:00pm-4:U45pm
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Ark Acton Academy

Experience life as an Ark Acton Student!

To allow your child to gain experience of life at Ark
Acton Academy, we are hosting a number of exciting
subject workshops over the coming weeks.

By attending, you and your child will have the chance
to see what our school is like, meet staff and students,
and experience our learning environment. We hope
this will help you choose Ark Acton as the school
that's right for your child.

These workshops are a fun opportunity to:
» Explore different subjects in a secondary school
setting.
« Meet other potential new students.
« Gain confidence and new skills.

How to Join?

Please complete the form (scan the QR code) to let us
know which workshops your child will attend. There is
no limit-students may attend as many workshops as
they wish.

We look forward to welcoming you to Ark Acton
Academy!
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Join us for one of our

Coiiee Mornings
Every Thursday

Join us at Ark Acton Academy for an engaging morning where you can:

« Take a School tour

» Enjoy a Principal’s talk E E

» Receive a free Goody bag

We look forward to welcoming you! E 4

Ark Acton
Academy Scan me!

Gunnersbury Lane, Acton London, W3 8EY
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Why Attend Coffee Mornings?

Our Coffee Mornings are the perfect way to:

« Discover what makes Ark Acton Academy unique.
» Meet our welcoming staff and ask questions.

» Experience the atmosphere of our school community.

Upcoming Dates
Every Thursday at 9:00am.

Ark Acton Academy — Main Reception.

What You’ll Gain
+ A clear picture of secondary school life at Ark Acton.
« Helpful information about admissions and next steps.

« A chance to connect with other parents over coffee.

Admissions@arkacton.org 020 3110 2400(3)
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MENU %

CREEPY CRAWLY PANINI

ZOMBIE NUGGETS

e

FRIGHTFUL FISH FINGERS

SKELETON CHIPS AND
FUNKY VEGGIES

MONSTER SPONGE WITH
WITCHES’ CAULDRON
VANILLA CUSTARD

YT
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Sparkling Butternut & Veggie
Curry

Fragrant Keema Curry
sedkesk

Bombay Potatoes
Pilau Rice

Pitta Bread
sesteste

Fresh Vegetables and Salad

skt

Jelly and Fruit
Celebration Cookie
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