
  

Nursery Curriculum Map 2025/26 

Half Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All About Me Creative with Colour Amazing Animals Minibeasts Fantastic Food Journeys 

Core Texts 
 The Family Book – Todd Parr Brown Bear, Brown Bear What do 

You See – Eric Carle Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric 
Carle Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Brown We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – 

Micheal Rosen 

Communication and 
Language 

●​ Listening Skills 
●​ Communicating things of 

importance 

●​ Follow simple instructions 
●​ Use simple sentences 

●​ Answer simple questions 
●​ Begin to use a range of tenses 

●​ Maintain concentration on an adult 
led activity 

●​ Use language to make predictions 

●​ Understand prepositions 
●​ Re-tell familiar stories 

●​ Understand questions 
●​ Express ideas and opinions 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

●​ Follow Routines 
●​ Use the toilet independently 
●​ Develop relationships with staff 

●​ Label feelings 
●​ Access resources independently 
●​ Form positive relationships with 

others 

●​ Have an awareness of 
behavioural expectations 

●​ Be independent in self-care 
●​ Enjoy playing with others 

●​ Be aware of the feelings of others 
●​ Understand healthy food choices 
●​ Consider the needs of others 

●​ Be able to adapt behaviour 
●​ Use tools and equipment safely 
●​ Extend the play ideas of others 

●​ Extend the play ideas others 
●​ Begin to compromise 

Physical 
Development 

●​ Make large movements 
●​ Manipulate tools and objects 

●​ Develop balance and use large 
equipment 

●​ Put their coat on with support 

●​ Move in different ways 
●​ Negotiate space safely 
●​ Use one-handed tools 

●​ Jump and land safely 
●​ Throw and catch a ball or bean bag 
●​ Use a tool appropriately for a 

purpose 

●​ Understand the effects of 
exercise 

●​ Use a scissors to cut 

●​ Move confidently  
●​ Use a pencil with control 
●​ Zip up a coat or jacket 

Maths 
●​ Subitise 
●​ Recite numbers to 5 
●​ Use mathematical language to 

describe 

●​ Subitise 
●​ Count to 5 with 1:1 

correspondence 
●​ Compare to groups 
●​ Talk about pattern 

●​ Knows numbers can be made up 
of smaller numbers 

●​ Links numeral to amounts (to 5) 
●​ Explore and talk about shapes 

●​ Recite numbers to 10 
●​ Make comparisons between size, 

length, height and weight.  
●​ Use first, then, last 

●​ Compare quantities 
●​ Separate quantities in different 

ways 
●​ Create and extend patterns 

●​ Recognise numerals to 10 
●​ Composition of numbers to 

10 
●​ Positional Language 

Literacy 
●​ Join in with repeated phrases in 

stories 
●​ Recognise labels for sorting 
●​ Multi-sensory mark making 

●​ Comment on a story 
●​ Distinguish between sounds 
●​ Give meaning to marks 

●​ Shows interest in non-fiction 
books 

●​ Identify rhyming words 
●​ Recognise letters in their name 
●​ Copy pre-writing patterns 

●​ Tell their own stories 
●​ Continue a rhyming string 
●​ Identify initial sounds 
●​ Write some letters in their name 

●​ Talk about main characters 
●​ Identify initial sounds 
●​ Begins to form recognisable 

letters 

●​ Extended talk about stories 
●​ Orally segment and blend 

CVC words 
●​ Write their own name 

Understanding the 
World 

●​ Show interest in themselves and 
others 

●​ Notice similarities and differences 
●​ Explore using their senses 

●​ Talk about daily routines 
●​ Talk about celebrations 
●​ Explore collections and talk about 

what they can see 

●​ Talk about what they observe 
●​ Understand how to care for the 

wider world 
●​ Understand what past means  

●​ Use time language 
●​ Talk about seasons 
●​ Describe life cycle of a caterpillar 

●​ Understand changes over time 
●​ Talk about world differences 
●​ Understand how their 

behaviour impacts the 
environment  

●​ Talk about different jobs 
●​ Talk about how things work 
●​ Reflect on the past 

Expressive Arts ●​ Copy what adults do 
●​ Explore construction materials 

●​ Engage in imaginative play 
based on experiences 

●​ Explore colour and colouring 
mixing 

●​ Sing familiar songs and rhymes 
●​ Use instruments and move to 

music 

●​ Re-tell familiar stories in play 
●​ Use a range of different materials 

to create 
●​ Explore an artists work 

●​ Respond to the ideas of others  
●​ Construct with a purpose  

●​ Respond to the ideas of 
others 

●​ Construct with a purpose 
●​ Explain their creations  

Curriculum 
Enrichment 

Black History Month 
Harvest Festival 

 

Children in Need 
Remembrance Day 

Christmas 

Butterfly Visit 
E-Safety Day   

World Book Day 
Science Week 

Local Area Visit - Gunnersbury Park 
Easter 

International Day 
World Earth Day 
Local Shop Visit 

School Cook 

A Bus Journey 
Sports Day 

 


