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Reception Curriculum Map 2025/26  

Half Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic  All About Me Festivals and Celebrations Fairy Tales Growing and Changing People Who Help Us Wonderful Water 

Core Texts 
 Colour Monster The Scarecrows Wedding The Three Little Pigs Handa’s Hen Real Superheroes Rainbow Fish 

Communication and 
Language 

●​ Listening skills 
●​ New vocabulary 

●​ Listening skills 
●​ Talk about stories 

●​ Begin to ask questions 
●​ Retell stories 

●​ Use talk to describe feelings, 
ideas and events.  

●​ Listen and respond to the ideas 
of others. 

●​ Use a range of questions 
●​ Connect ideas 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
●​ Recognising and naming emotions 
●​ Developing positive relationships 

●​ Understanding rules and 
expectations 

●​ Consideration for others in play 

●​ Understanding consequences 
●​ Play co-operatively with others 

●​ Negotiating conflicts 
●​ Working Independently  

●​ Negotiating conflicts  
●​ Healthy routines 

●​ Challenge themselves 
independently 

●​ Regulate behaviour 

PSHE Who Am I? What do I need to be healthy? What is a rule? What makes me special? How can I keep myself safe? Who is important to me? 

Physical 
Development 

●​ Use a range of tools 
●​ Hold a pencil effectively 

●​ Develop control of an object 
●​ Develop pencil control 

●​ Negotiating space successfully 
●​ Use scissors with control 

●​ Hand-eye co-ordination 
●​ Form recognisable letters 

●​ Jumping and balancing 
●​ Use tools confidently 

●​ Throwing and Kicking 
●​ Balance  

Maths 
●​ Match, sort and compare 
●​ Talk about measure and patterns 
●​ It’s Me 1,2, 3! 

●​ Circles and Triangles 
●​ 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
●​ Shapes with 4 sides 

●​ Alive in 5! 
●​ Mass and Capacity 
●​ Growing 6, 7, 8 
●​ Length and Height 

●​ Time 
●​ Building 9 and 10 
●​ Explore 3D shapes 

 

●​ To 20 and Beyond 
●​ How many now? 
●​ Manipulate, Compose and 

Decompose 

●​ Sharing and Grouping 
●​ Visualise, Build and Map 
●​ Make Connections 
●​ Consolidate Learning 

 

Literacy ●​ Hears initial sounds 
●​ Shows interest in writing 

●​ Sequence Stories 
●​ Link sounds to letters 
●​ Write their own name 

●​ Re-tell stories 
●​ Read simple words and phrases 
●​ Write labels and captions 

●​ Read simple phrases 
●​ Write labels and captions 
●​ Create texts for a purpose 

●​ Recall key information from 
stories 

●​ Read and write simple sentences 

●​ Fluency in reading 
●​ Sentence writing with 

punctuation  

Understanding the 
World 

●​ Talk about the past and present 
●​ Notice similarities and differences 
●​ Describe what they can see and hear 

●​ Talk about the past and present 
●​ Talk about cultural celebrations 
●​ Talk about their environment  

●​ Compare and contrast characters 
●​ Talks about similarities and 

differences 

●​ Observe and talk about changes 
in plants, animals and seasons.  

 

●​ Understand the roles of people in 
the community. 

●​ Map Skills 
●​ Talk about similarities and 

differences. 

Expressive Arts 
●​ Express themselves to music 
●​ Create representations of ideas 
●​ Build a repertoire of songs and rhymes 

●​ Explore different materials 
●​ Develop their own ideas 

●​ Creating narratives in play 
●​ Express feelings through different 

art forms.  

●​ Evaluate and improve on 
creations 

●​ Narrate their thinking 

●​ Creating narratives with others 
●​ Perform in a group  
●​ Create their own music 

●​ Create collaboratively 
●​ Perform to others 

PE Fine Motor Skills Object Control DaMovnce  Gymnastics Target Games Locomotion  

Music Me! - Listening and responding to 
different styles of music 

My Stories - Learning to sing or 
sing along with nursery rhymes and 

action songs 

Everyone! - Learning to sing or sing 
along with nursery rhymes and action 

songs 

Our World - Embedding foundations 
of the interrelated dimensions of 

music 

Big Bear Funk - Improvising leading 
to playing classroom instruments 

Reflect, Rewind, Replay - 
Share and perform the 

learning that has taken place 

Curriculum 
Enrichment 

Black History Month 
Harvest Festival  
Local Area Walk 

 

Children in Need 
Remembrance Day 

St Mary’s Church Visit 
Lyric Theatre Trip 

Christmas 

Local Shop Visit 
Fairy Tale Workshop 

E-Safety Day   

World Book Day 
Science Week 

Living Eggs in Class 
Odds Farm 

Easter 

International Day 
World Earth Day 
Local Fire Station 
Post Office Visit 

The Floating Classroom 
Ruislip Lido 
Sports Day 

 


