Acton Gardens Primary School

Aspiration - Growth - Perseverance - Success

4th September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Thursday, we welcomed back all our families after the long six-week summer
break, and what a joy it was to see the corridors buzzing with energy again. The staff
were already back in school on Wednesday for a day of learning, focusing on
creating a culture where every child can belong and thrive, as well as reviewing some
important updates to safeguarding and medical procedures.

There's something quite special about that first day back—the excitement of shiny
new shoes, pencil pots filled with fresh stationery, and the chatter of children
swapping holiday stories. For our youngest pupils, their school journey begins next
Monday, while our oldest returned with the confidence of seasoned experts. It
reminded us all that primary school is a place of beginnings, milestones, and
everything in between.

Building on our theme of community, all children across the school have been
focusing on belonging this week by creating their very own self-portrait. These
wonderful pieces of artwork will come together to form a vibrant, whole-school
display celebrating every individual who makes our community so special.

There are also a few staff updates as we begin the new academic year. As
mentioned in the summer term, Mr Hackman has been seconded for a short period
and will be returning to us in the Spring term. In the meantime, to support our classes
this year, both Mr Swarbrick and Mrs Lee have taken on classroom responsibilities. This
means their availability for informal chats during the day may be a little more limited;
however, both the Senior Leadership Team, alongside our Phase Leaders, are more
than happy to make appointments with you should you need support or have any
queries.

We'd also like to welcome some new staff to our Acton Gardens family. Joining our
teaching team are Miss Hussain, our Iris class teacher; Miss Coben, our Daisy class
teacher; and Ms Dimetto, who has joined the Year 6 team as a teacher. Our new
Teaching Assistants include Ms Chouhan, Miss Perry, and Miss Maze. Finally, Ms
Tavernier is providing interim support within our office. Please give them all a warm
welcome!

Despite it being a shorter week, the pupils have settled back into school routines with
incredible ease. From settling info new classrooms to catching up with friends, there
has been a wonderful atmosphere of enthusiasm and focus across every year group.
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It has been a fantastic start to the term, and we are so proud of how quickly the
children have embraced the new school year.

Our school value next week is aspiration—please speak to your children about what
this means to them.

ATTENDANCE MAT;EDS&

Starting the academic year with strong attendance habits lays the foundation for your
child’s academic progress, confidence, and wellbeing. Being in school every
day—and arriving on time—ensures children don't miss out on essential learning
opportunities or social connections with their peers. Throughout this term, we will be
tracking attendance carefully, celebrating the classes with the highest attendance
each week, and hosting interactive parent workshops to offer support where needed.
Please take a moment to review our attendance policy on the school website to help
us keep our school community thriving.

Next week is shaping up to be a busy and exciting one for our Acton Gardens
community. From Tuesday onwards, we'll be hosting our Meet the Teacher Parent
Meetings, a chance for families fo connect with class teachers, hear about
expectations, and find out how to best support learning at home. Year 5 parents kick
us off on Tuesday 8th September in the morning at 2:00am, followed by Year 6 parents
in the afternoon at 2:30pm; both meetings will be held in the North Hall.

The excitement continues on Wednesday 9th September, when we welcome Year 3
parents at 2:00am and Year 4 parents at 2:30pm, both in the North Hall. On Thursday
10th September, Year 2 parents will meet at 9:00am in the East Hall, followed by Year 1
parents in the afternoon at 2:30pm in the same venue. On Friday 11th September, we
hold our Phase 4 (Year 6) Parent Meeting regarding SATs, the residential, and
secondary transition in the North Hall, with two identical sessions available at 2:00am
and 2:30pm to accommodate as many families as possible. These sessions are a
brilliant way to ask questions, understand the routines of each year group, and feel
part of the learning journey from day one. We encourage all parents and carers to
attend!
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https://www.agprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Attendance-Policy-December-2025.pdf
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For our Year 6 Buttercup families, swimming lessons begin on Thursday, ensuring every
child has the chance to develop this vital life skill. That being said, please see the days
each year group will be doing PE, in the table below, so you can begin to get that
uniform ready! Parents of Year é children who would like support with secondary
school applications can speak with the team at the front office; they'll be more than
happy to guide you through the process.

PE Days
Year Group Days
Reception Wednesday
Year 1 Tuesday and Thursday
Year 2 Wednesday and Friday
Year 3 Tuesday and Friday
Year 4 Tuesday and Friday
Year 5 Monday and Tuesday
Year 6 Tuesday - PE Kit
Thursday - Swimming Kit (Buttercup)
Thursday - PE Kit (Daffodil)

Dates for your diary (Autumn 1 2026)

Event Date/Time Location

Meet the Teacher
Parent Meetings:

Y5 Tue 8th September: 2:00am North Hall
Yé Tue 8th September: 2:30pm North Hall

Meet the Teacher
Parent Meetings:

Y3 Wed 9th September 9:00am North Hall
Y4 Wed 9th September 2:30pm North Hall
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Meet the Teacher
Parent Meetings:
Y2 Thu 10th September 2:00am East Hall
Y1 Thu 10th September 2:30pm East Hall
Parent Meeting: Fri 11th September 9:00am and North Hall
Phase 4 (Year é) - SATs/ 2:30pm
Residential/ Secondary (same meeting at 2 different fimes
to accommodate as many families
as possible)
Meet the Phase Leader Parent
Meetings:
Phase 3 (Y4/Y5) Mon 14th September 2:00am North Hall
Phase 2 (Y2/Y3) Tue 15th September 9:00am East Hall
Phase 1 (EYFS/ Y1) Wed 16th September 9:00am East Hall
Macmillan Coffee Morning Fri 25th September AGPS
and Non-Uniform Day
Headteacher Parent Fri 2na October 2:00am North Hall
Meeting: Looking ahead this
academic year
Learning Together Sessions:
Y3 and EYFS Mon 5th October: 1:30pm - 3:15pm | Classrooms
Y5 and Y4 Tues 6th October: 1:30pm - 3:15pm | Classrooms
Yé Wed 7th October: 1:30pm - 3:15pm | Classrooms
Y1 and Y2 Thu 8th October: 1:30pm - 3:15pm Classrooms
Parent Consultations Thu 22nd October AGPS
School finishes af 1:15pm

Yours sincerely
ok

Headteacher
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