
 

 

2nd October 2026 

Can you believe we are already in Week 4? Time is flying by at Acton Gardens Primary School, 

but we are taking a moment this week to focus on something truly special: Compassionomics. 

At Acton Gardens, we know that small moments of kindness, care, and connection shape 

how our children feel and learn. Compassionomics is all about making kindness intentional in 

our busy days. PiXL research highlights that taking just 40 seconds for a thoughtful interaction 

can help someone feel noticed, valued, and supported. 

Over the coming weeks, we’re inviting our children, staff, and families to build simple acts of 

compassion into daily routines—one conversation, one smile, and one kind act at a time. 

After all, 40 seconds is all it takes to change someone's day! 💙  

 

 

 



 

 

Learning, curiosity and finding our voice 

As I have walked around school this week — perhaps a little more slowly than usual as I 

continue to recover from my foot operation! — I have really enjoyed taking the time to stop, 

listen and talk to our children and staff. 

I have had some wonderful conversations with children who have been so excited to tell me 

what they are learning. They have proudly shared their writing, explained their thinking, talked 

me through their science investigations and told me about the books and stories they are 

enjoying. I have also enjoyed talking with staff about the learning taking place in their 

classrooms, the progress they are seeing and the next steps they are planning for our children. 

One of the things that has struck me most is the sound of learning across our school. I have 

heard children discussing their ideas, asking questions, explaining their thinking, experimenting 

with new vocabulary and excitedly sharing what they have discovered. 

There is something very special about hearing that buzz of learning as you move around Acton 

Gardens. From our youngest children becoming absorbed in stories to our Year 6 pupils 

crafting poetry, it has been wonderful to see — and hear — our school priorities coming alive. 

And I must say a special thank you to our children and staff for the kindness they have shown 

me while I recover. Whether it has been asking, òMiss Patel, how is your foot?ó, holding a door 

open, offering to carry something or simply reminding me to take care, those small moments of 

compassion have certainly made me smile.  

It has been a lovely reminder that compassion is not just something we talk about at Acton 

Gardens — it is something our children and staff demonstrate every day. 

 

Our focus continues to be on high-quality teaching, strong foundations, vocabulary and 

oracy, and ensuring children think deeply, reason and apply what they know. This week has 

given us lots to celebrate!  

Nursery – A love of stories begins early 

Our Nursery children have been developing their listening and attention skills beautifully. They 

have been absorbed in stories, joining in with familiar phrases, talking about characters and 

events and sharing their own ideas. 

These moments are building vocabulary, comprehension and confidence while nurturing a 

lifelong love of books and stories. 

Bluebell – Learning through exploration 

It has been wonderful to see the children in Bluebell developing their confidence, 

communication and independence. Children have been exploring, investigating and 

communicating using visuals to help children develop the foundations for becoming confident 

and independent learners. 

A huge thank you to Bluebell Team for the wonderful provision they create in Bluebell 

Classroom. Their exceptional attention to detail, creativity and, most importantly, the care they 

show the children make such a positive difference every day. 



 

 

Reception – Squiggle While You Wiggle! 

Reception children in Iris and Lavender Classes have been developing the physical skills 

needed for writing through Squiggle While You Wiggle. 

Through music and movement, children have explored circles, lines, zigzags and patterns, 

developing increasing control of their arms, wrists and hands. It has been lovely to see them 

recognising that the movements they make are helping them become writers. 

Year 1 – The Jolly Postman arrives! 

Year 1 have been making excellent use of their continuous provision, applying their learning 

independently through purposeful play and activities. 

They have also begun our revived English curriculum with The Jolly Postman. Through exploring 

letters, characters and settings, children are developing their reading, writing, vocabulary and 

understanding of writing for a purpose and an audience. And I can't wait to receive some 

letters from Year 1! 

Year 2 – Finding their voice 

Year 2 have been enjoying their Twirl Drama lessons, developing confidence in speaking, 

listening and responding to others. 

They have been engaging in a text The Tunnel and have used an oracy strategy called  hot 

seating, children are developing their ability to ask and answer questions and construct fuller 

responses. This is making a valuable contribution to our wider oracy priority. 

Year 3 – Grace and Family 

Year 3 have become immersed in Grace and Family, developing their understanding of the 

characters and story while strengthening their writing skills. 

Their work on expanded noun phrases and descriptive language is helping them select 

vocabulary carefully and create vivid pictures for their readers. 

Year 4 – Science comes alive! 

Year 4 took their Science learning outside for a nature trail, investigating living things and 

thinking about classification and the characteristics of plants and animals. 

They were encouraged to observe closely, ask questions and use scientific vocabulary. There 

was particular excitement when some of the bugs decided to come back to school with 

them!  

Year 5 – Science takes flight! 

Year 5 have been putting their scientific knowledge into action through a parachute 

investigation. They explored air resistance, considering how the size and design of a parachute 

affects the way it falls. 



 

 

The children made predictions, tested their ideas, observed results and considered how to 

make their investigations fair. It was fantastic to see their excitement as a scientific concept 

came alive through practical learning. 

Year 6 – Aim High Writing Day 

Selected Year 6 pupils attended an A.I.M. High Writing Day at North Ealing School, working 

alongside other pupils and published author Kimba Bush. They produced some wonderful 

poetry and had the opportunity to experiment with language and develop their own voices. 

Back at school, Year 6 have also been developing an exciting island adventure narrative, 

using the five senses, ambitious vocabulary, figurative language and varied sentence 

structures to create atmosphere, tension and suspense. 

These opportunities help us raise aspirations and encourage children to see themselves as 

writers, readers, mathematicians, scientists, artists and future professionals. 

Here are some quotes from the children themselves: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting the author Kimba was very fun and inspiring. He made lots of jokes, rhymed throughout 

the session and even gave sweets to people who got the right answers! 

Kimba taught us about the S.H.A.M.P.O.O. acronym – Simile, Hyperbole, Alliteration, Metaphor, 

Personification, Oxymoron and Onomatopoeia and showed us lots of useful techniques to make 

our writing more creative and exciting. 

We learnt so much about writing and what it is like to be an author. At the end, we were also lucky 

enough to receive a signed copy of Kimba’s book, which made the day even more special. 

I really enjoyed meeting author and poet Kimba Bush. He made learning about descriptive writing 

exciting because he used humour, poems and lots of fun examples. He was really friendly and 

made everyone want to join in. 

 

One of my favourite parts was learning about S.H.A.M.P.O.O. – Simile, Hyperbole, Alliteration, 

Metaphor, Personification, Oxymoron and Onomatopoeia. I now know how I can use these 

different techniques to bring my writing to life. 

 

The visit has inspired me to be more creative, enjoy my writing and experiment with words. I think 

what Kimba taught us will help me become a better writer. 
 



 

 

Mr Hackman - Secondment Update 

Mr Hackman’s secondment, originally planned until Christmas, has been extended until the 

end of the academic year. He will return to Acton Gardens in September 2027. 

This extension supports the Ealing Learning Partnership’s commitment to “No Learner Left 

Behind and No School Left Behind”, enabling schools to work together and share leadership 

expertise during a challenging period. 

The extended secondment provides an opportunity for leadership expertise and good 

practice to be shared across schools, while also giving Mr Hackman valuable experience of 

working within a different school context. This professional development will strengthen his 

leadership knowledge, experience and understanding, which will benefit Acton Gardens 

when he returns. 

Extending the arrangement through to August also provides greater continuity for both 

schools. Rather than ending the secondment part-way through the academic year, it allows 

the work already started to be seen through, supports stability for pupils and staff, and enables 

Mr Hackman to complete a full cycle of school improvement work. 

Throughout the secondment, we will continue to maintain close links with Mr Hackman and the 

Downe Manor Primary School. We look forward to welcoming him back to Acton Gardens in 

September 2027, bringing with him the additional experience, learning and leadership 

development gained through the placement. 

Learning Together for the Future 

As I reflect on this week, I am reminded of the many different ways children learn — through 

books, movement, mathematics, drama, science, writing and practical experiences. 

Our role is to provide these experiences while ensuring that the teaching behind them is 

purposeful and ambitious. 

Our vision is Learning Together for the Future, and this week I have seen that vision in action. 

Thank you to our wonderful staff for the thought, creativity and commitment they bring to 

learning every day. And, of course, a huge well done to all our children for their enthusiasm, 

curiosity and perseverance. 

Have a wonderful weekend, everyone. 

 

 

Headteacher 

 

 



 

 

Oracy Tips for Parents 

Little conversations, big opportunities! 

Every two weeks, we’ll be sharing a simple oracy strategy that your child has been learning 

and practising at school over the past two years. 

Now it’s your turn! 💬  

Each edition will give you an easy, fun strategy to try at home — helping your child build 

confidence, vocabulary and the ability to explain their ideas. 

 

 



 

 

📣  Important Announcements & Reminders 

Free School Meals: Support Your Child & Our School 

Did you know that applying for Free School Meals does far more than provide your child with a 

daily healthy lunch? It also unlocks critical extra funding directly for our classrooms and school 

resources. 

¶ Why apply? Daily nutritious hot meals, reduced lunch costs for your family, and extra 

funding for school activities. 

¶ Who is eligible? Families receiving qualifying benefits, as well as families with No 

Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) due to immigration status. 

Applying is fast, simple, and strictly confidential. 

👉  

https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201111/education_grants_and_financial_assistance/701/free_s

chool_meals  

Need assistance? Contact the school office in complete confidence ñwe are happy to help.  

 

Medical Update: Urgent Action Required for ALL Parents 

Please check your inbox for an important email sent yesterday regarding Benedict’s Law and 

our whole-school medical record update. 

¶ Deadline: Please locate the email and complete the short online form by Wednesday, 

7th October. 

¶ All Families Must Respond: Action is required for every child—even if your child has no 

medical conditions or allergies. 

If you haven't received the email or need a new link, please reach out to the school office as 

soon as possible. 

 

Parent Consultations: Book your appointment via Arbor 

Parent Consultations will take place on Thursday 22nd October, between 1:30 PM and 6:30 PM. 

You can easily select and schedule your appointment online through the Arbor. 

 

 

 

https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201111/education_grants_and_financial_assistance/701/free_school_meals
https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201111/education_grants_and_financial_assistance/701/free_school_meals


 

 

Class House Point Winners Values Certificate Winners 

YN Tulip  Vedha  Kotono 

YR Lavender Sofia Mahmoud  Sindi 

YR Iris  Aradhya Aden Ashley 

Y1 Foxglove Ayah Maya Raqib Abdulhadi 

Y1 Primrose Maysoon Sienna-Rae Mhadi Daniel 

Y2 Sunflower Alisa Adam Milan Karin 

Y2 Dahlia Eden Ayah  Mason 

Y3 Violet Surah Gloria Chloe Acesean 

Y3 Orchid Javier Sophie Maleekah Muzamil 

Y4 Aster Prabjot  Yassin  

Y4 Daisy Samarah Aoi Sara Salome 

Y5 Fuchsia Ahmed Ali K Aliyah Yaqub 

Y5 Magnolia Talyna Emilie Elikya Layan 

Y6 Buttercup Adam Rataj Harry Daniel 

Y6 Daffodil Zainab Younus Amira Ryota 

 

 

 

Our attendance so far, this academic year is 93.66% which is below the government 

recommended 95%. We would like to thank our families who work hard to promote 

good attendance and make sure their children are in school every day – it makes a 

huge difference! As always, we would like to direct our families to our attendance 

policy and remind families the importance of good attendance – click here 

For your child’s safety, anyone collecting a student must be pre-authorised with the 

main office. Please also ensure that anyone designated to collect a child is at least 14 

years old. 

Our year group with the highest attendance for the last 2 weeks is… Year 1 with 

98.71%. 

Our class with the highest attendance for the last 2 weeks is… Year 1 Primrose Class 

with 99.59%.  

 

https://www.agprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/School-attendance-policy-September-2024.pdf


 

 

Clubs Overview – for all of our free and paid school clubs, please see below: 

Dates for your diary (Autumn 1 2026) 

Club Date/Time How to Book 

Aktiva 

Free Breakfast Club 

Days: Monday – Friday 

Time: 8:15 – 8:45 am 

www.aktivacamps.com 

 

Aktiva 

Paid Breakfast Club 

Days: Monday – Friday 

Time: 7:45 – 8:45 am 

Aktiva 

After School Club 

Days: Monday – Friday 

Time: Variable times 

Piano Lessons 

(Progression4Youth) 

Day: Monday AM 

(during school) 

Piano Booking Form  

Rocksteady Music 

School 

Day: Thursday PM 

(during school) 

https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/  

Perform Drama 

Club (Perform) 

Day: Wednesday 

Time: 4:00pm – 5:00pm 

for ages 4-7 

5:10pm – 6:10pm for 

ages 7-12 

https://www.perform.org.uk/drama-

classes/acton/acton-gardens-primary-school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdD-75p2r8NLvM-NDnsnxIXLD8OpYFcdfKBtTCvaDk0Hhoy8g/viewform
https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.perform.org.uk/drama-classes/acton/acton-gardens-primary-school
https://www.perform.org.uk/drama-classes/acton/acton-gardens-primary-school


 

 

Dates for your diary (Autumn 1 2026) 

Event Date/Time Location 

Headteacher Parent 

Meeting: Looking 

ahead this academic 

year 

Mon 5th October 9:00am 

NOTE: This is a rescheduled date. 

North Hall 

Learning Together Sessions: 
Y3 and EYFS  
Y5 and Y4  
Y6 
Y1 and Y2 

  
Mon 5th October: 1:30pm – 3:15pm 

Tues 6th October: 1:30pm – 3:15pm 

Wed 7th October: 1:30pm – 3:15pm 

Thu 8th October: 1:30pm – 3:15pm 

  
Classrooms 

Classrooms 

Classrooms 

Classrooms 

Individual/ Sibling School 

Photographs 

Wed 14th October AGPS 

Parent Consultations Thu 22nd October  

School finishes at 1:15pm 

AGPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
RECONNECTING TIME 
 

Children naturally look to their parents for nurturing and guidance, especially in the 

current climate we find ourselves in. It is a stressful and anxious time for most people and 

sometimes we forget to reconnect with our children, asking how they feel or 

just opening conversation about their day, allowing time to reconnect with each other. Maybe 

we have forgotten how we feel ourselves, have you had 5 minutes to check in with your 

feelings today? Take a few breathes, pause, and ask yourself how you are doing today.  
 

How can parents help?  Try to spend half an hour of Special Time, one-on-one, every day (or 

as often as you can).  This seems so simple that most parents under-estimate the impact.  Take 

it in turns to talk and to listen, maybe engage in an activity that is fun!  It does not always have 

to be just talking, reconnecting is about finding ways to enjoy the time together, it might bring 

a smile to your face, embrace the fun.   
 

Sometimes w e could all do with someone to talk to.   
 

If you would like to meet Araminta De Clermont (our therapeutic lead) for a confidential and 

non -judgemental chat about you, your child, or any other worries, she is available on Tuesdays 

from 9 -10am.  
 

To book your slot please call/text  or 07368365723ל

emailלaraminta@schoolscounsellingpartnership.co.uk   

 

 

http://ahaparenting.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=775b94b440ad73397931a9ad7&id=d446947457&e=5cb5245241
http://ahaparenting.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=775b94b440ad73397931a9ad7&id=d446947457&e=5cb5245241
mailto:araminta@schoolscounsellingpartnership.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


